
Mrs. Bridges          dana.bridges@cpsb.org 

English IV   

 
Course Description 

This course focuses on applying reading strategies and responding to the primary selections of British literature. 

Study of the relationship of the literature to the historical period is required along with responses to the literature. 

Fiction and nonfiction texts are read in and out of class in thematic units to focus on intertextuality and evidence-

based responses. There is also a strong focus on essay structure and format as it will appear in English 101 and102. 

 

Major Texts:  

Beowulf – Anglo Saxons 
The Hound of the Baskervilles – 
Arthur Conan Doyle 
“Be Ye Men of Valor” – Winston 
Churchill 
 

LeMorte D’Arthur – Sir Thomas 
Malory 
The Canterbury Tales – Geoffery               
Chaucer                                                    
Hamlet – William Shakespeare 

Animal Farm – George Orwell 
Gulliver’s Travels – Jonathan Swift 

***Not all texts listed are guaranteed to be covered; some will be explored through excerpts only. Other selections 

may be added or removed from the reading list depending on the requirements of the district and time constraints. 

Reading is done inside and outside of class and discussed in literature groups and as a class.  

 

Grading System 

Grades are based on a percentage of total points. Essays will be worth 100 points; class work assignments, literary 

analysis and open-notes assignments may be worth 35 to 45 points; however, those points add up quickly. If there is a 

question about a grade, please email or come see me during a pre-scheduled after-school session or my planning hour. 

I will not discuss individual progress during class time. 

 

Supplies 

• $5 fee-pd within 1st 3 wks 
• college-ruled paper 
• binder for class booklet 

• blue/black ink pens 
• Workbook will be provided 

containing most of the class 
information; bring these 
everyday 

• School-issued laptop must be 
used in class on a daily basis; 
these must be charged and 
ready for instruction. 

 

Classroom Behavior 

• Be seated when the bell rings at the beginning of the period; get necessary materials for class out and begin working on 

the bell ringer. 

• Bring all books, materials and laptop to class. 

• Remain seated until my dismissal; do not line up at the door.  

• Please treat everything and everyone in here with respect, including desks, textbooks, and materials. Follow the Golden 

Rule; I do not tolerate disrespect of others.  

• Follow the school policies regarding dress code and behavior. 

• Use cell phones respectfully; do not waste time on activities that are not related to classwork.  

 

Attendance  

• If a day is missed, be sure to check Canvas to see what we did and what handouts or assignments were given. Look 

under the link “Announcements.” Feel free to email and request information (dana.bridges@cpsb.org) 

• If a deadline is scheduled for a day you are absent, that absence is not an excuse to miss the deadline.  Assignments are 

submitted digitally. See deadline policy. 
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Makeup Work 

Makeup work is the student’s responsibility. I have many students, so I need students to keep track of their assignments. 

• If a day is missed, students are responsible for finding out what they missed. There is an announcement section of my 

Canvas website that will have our activities posted for each day. This is for students; look at what was missed and what 

needs to be made up.  

• If a test or a quiz is missed, students are responsible for arranging time to make that up in a timely manner: students 

may come to my classroom before 1st hour beginning at 7:00.  I am also available after school at 3:06. 

• Athletics, band, club, or other school functions are announced well ahead of time; get the work beforehand to 

avoid scrambling to make up work. If a test or large project is scheduled for a day student will be gone on a 

school trip, students need to schedule beforehand with me how they will complete the assignment. 

• I love early work, so feel free to turn in any large assignment before the due date. As such, if students miss a day a 

project is due, students have no excuse as they could have given it to me earlier.  

• I allow tests and quizzes to be made up in the morning after 7 a.m. Students will need to schedule with me for when 

they are coming in. The responsibility to remember is the students’, and the consequences will be theirs to bear. I will 

automatically enter an “X” in the grade book for a grade that is missed until it is made up; an “X” equates to a 0.   

• Any announcements made about makeup work deadlines will be given orally as well as posted on Canvas. Students are 

responsible for noting and adhering to the deadlines. 

 

Late Work 

Each assignment I give is designed to boost not only comprehension of the information I’m teaching but also grades. Just as 

students put work into completing the assignment, I put much effort into grading the assignment. Late work is 

inconsiderate to my time and energy, so I will not be lenient.  

• When a deadline is set for assignments that the student has several days to complete, all work is expected on or before 

the deadline date. Assignments such as projects and essays are given with several days' notice of the deadline date. 

Turn in those assignments early to avoid being late due to unexpected absences or other unexpected events. 

Assignments will not be accepted after the deadline and zeros will be given for those assignments.  If you are absent, 

you should submit the assignment digitally: contact Mrs. Bridges via email: dana.bridges@cpsb.org if you have 

questions.  

• I strongly enforce these policies because seniors need to eliminate the bad habit of turning in late work for a lesser 

grade. These students are months away from a college setting where late work is often addressed with a zero tolerance 

policy. There is no lesser grade with most professors; it is turned in on time or it is a zero. To be successful on the 

college level, students must establish these “on time” habits!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dana.bridges@cpsb.org


 

 

English IV Syllabus agreement statement                                      Due date: ___August 20_________________ 
 

Students: The expectations listed in the syllabus is concrete; by adhering to this outline, I provide a fair classroom 

in which you may receive the best education. Please reread this syllabus at your own pace and keep it in your 

binder for future reference. Indicate your reading of my expectations with your signature below. Please also show 

this to your parents and return this page to me by the due date I have assigned. In addition, please fill out the 

information by which I may reach you with important reminders. 

 

Student Name (print): ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Email: _____________________________________________ 

 

I have reviewed the expectations in Mrs. Bridges’ class as presented in this syllabus. 

 

Signature __________________________________________________ Date: _________________________________ 

 

 

Parents: I look forward to working with you to ensure your child’s progress and education reaches his/her fullest 

potential. Please look over this syllabus and read the requirements and expectations I have of every student, 

including your child. After doing so, please fill out the following information to aid me in contacting and responding 

to you regarding your child’s progress. Contact through email would be the most reliable form of communication. I 

also encourage you to keep up with assignments and due dates over the online gradebook which is updated very 

regularly. 

 

Parent Name (print): ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #: (_______)_______-______________   Email: _____________________________________________ 

 

I have reviewed the expectations of my child as presented in this syllabus. 

 

Signature __________________________________________________ Date: _________________________________ 

 
 

This year is going to be the last opportunity for seniors to prepare for the next step of life: that could be the college 

classroom, a certification program or the workforce.  I work diligently to instill good habits in my students that will 

encourage success in which ever paths they take. 

Mrs. Bridges 

 


